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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth, in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-2,4, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Adeler in view of Rippin. 

Regarding Claim 1, Adeler discloses in Figure 1, a flashlight in which a lighting 
element 1 is integrated into a housing 5 in which control electronics (3, 4) being a 
magnetic switch and magnet, and an energy store 2 that is rechargeable (Pg 1 , line 6) 
and the housing is shown as a one piece cast part in the form of a monoblock in Figure 
1 . Adeler fails to disclose a light collector, however, Rippin discloses a flashlight having 
solar cells for charging the batteries (Col 1 , lines 32-34) and furthermore, the solar cells 
are integrated into the handle grip for charging the batteries. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have a flashlight as disclosed by Adeler and include the light collector of Rippin 
integrated into the body or handle as disclosed by Rippin for charging the batteries. 

Regarding Claim 2, Adeler discloses, on Pg 2, lines 23-25, the housing 
containing a plastic material. 
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Regarding Claim 4, Adeler discloses in Figure 1 , the housing being of a square 
design. 

Regarding Claim 10, Adeler fails to disclose an infrared or ultraviolet sensor. 
However, Rippin discloses a flashlight utilizing a photovoltaic cell, which senses infrared 
radiation to produce a voltage to charge the batteries. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the rechargeable flashlight of Adeler with the photovoltaic sensor of Rippin so as to 
produce a voltage when the sensor senses infrared radiation to charge the batteries of 
Adeler. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adeler in 
view of Rippin as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Gallagher (US Pat 
1 ,436,340). Adeler fails to disclose the housing surrounded by a hollow shell of metal, 
but Gallagher discloses a flashlight of a usual construction being a metal housing (Pg 1, 
lines 90-91) which is generally known in the art as a conventional sturdy material for 
flashlight housings for protecting the inner components of the flashlight. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the flashlight housing of Adeler with the hollow metal shell of Gallagher 
to protect the inner components of the flashlight. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adeler in 
view of Rippin as applied to claim 4 above, and further in view of Reynolds (US Pat 
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D389, 258). Adeler in view of Rippin fails to explicitly disclose the light collector 
extending over a substantial portion of the side face of the housing. However, Reynolds 
discloses a solar powered flashlight with a light collector (not labeled) clearly extending 
over a substantial portion of a side face of the housing as shown in Figures 3-4 in order 
to capture as much ambient light or radiation as possible. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have a light collector as taught by Gallagher extending throughout a substantial portion 
of a side face to collect as much available ambient light or radiation as possible. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adeler in 
view of Rippin as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Parsons (US Pat 
6,190,018). Adeler fails to disclose the pocket flashlight as being a keyring pendant. 
However, Parsons discloses a flashlight adapted for being used as a keyring pendant or 
attachment (Col 5, lines 25-30) so that the flashlight can be quickly and easily retrieved 
and operated (Col 5, lines 40-43). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to modify the flashlight of Adeler with 
the keyring extension or pendant as taught by Parsons so that the flashlight can be 
easily retrieved and operated. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adeler in 
view of Rippin and Parsons as applied to claim 6 above, and further in view of Maglica 
(US Pat 4,864,474). Adeler in view of Rippin and Parsons fails to disclose the flashlight 
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as recited in claim 6 with a looped cord having a first end and a first loop for fastening to 
the flashlight and a second end and a second loop for fastening through a hole in a key. 
Maglica however, discloses in Figure 10 a flashlight with a cord 99 with two loops for 
fastening the first loop to the flashlight and the second loop that can be attached 
through a through hole of a key so as to provide simultaneous illumination of a lock 
while holding the flashlight in one hand. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the pocket 
flashlight of Adeler with the cord of Maglica so as to provide simultaneous illumination of 
a lock while holding the flashlight in one hand. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adeler in 
view of Rippin as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Bebenroth. Adeler 
discloses the light source as being a light emitting diode (Page 2, line 18), but fails to 
explicitly disclose the diode as being a white diode. However, Bebenroth discloses a 
circuit arrangement for operating a lamp wherein the lamp is a white light emitting diode 
because white light emitting diodes can replace other lamps particularly in flashlights 
(Col 6, lines 9-15). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the light emitting diodes of Adeler with 
the white light emitting diodes of Bebenroth because white light emitting diodes are 
suitable replacements for other lamps particularly in flashlights. 
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Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adeler in 
view of Rippin as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Nishizawa (US Pat 
4,831 ,504). Adeler fails to disclose the pocket light wherein a transmitter is arranged in 
the housing. Nishizawa however, discloses in Figures 10a,b,c, a key that transmits a 
light at a predetermined wavelength and wave form in order to coincide with a signal 
stored in the object having a lock function such as a door, a safe, a lock or the like (Col 
6, lines 15-22) so that the lock can be engaged remotely. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to modify the pocket 
light of Adeler with the transmitter of Nishizawa so that a lock can be engaged remotely. 


Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Uden (DE 4141270 A1) and Moreau (FR 2597537A) disclose a key, which emits 
infrared light for engaging a lock remotely. 

Chun (D475, 149 S) discloses a solar powered flashlight. 

Frost (US Pat 5,065,291) discloses a solar powered marking light wherein the 
light collector substantially files a lateral side of the apparatus. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert May whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5919. The examiner can normally be reached between 9 am- 5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300 for all 
communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval PAIR system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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